
CALIFORNIA LAW REGARDING ORIGINAL TRANSCRIPT SIGNING/WAIVING SIGNATURE 

2025.520 

(a) If the deposition testimony is stenographically recorded, the deposition officer shall send written notice to 
the deponent and to all parties attending the deposition when the original transcript of the testimony for each 
session of the deposition is available for reading, correcting, and signing, unless the deponent and the 
attending parties agree on the record that the reading, correcting, and signing of the transcript of the testimony 
will be waived or that the reading, correcting, and signing of a transcript of the testimony will take place after 
the entire deposition has been concluded or at some other specific time.  

(b) For 30 days following each notice under subdivision (a), unless the attending parties and the deponent 
agree on the record or otherwise in writing to a longer or shorter time period, the deponent may change the 
form or the substance of the answer to a question, and may either approve the transcript of the deposition by 
signing it, or refuse to approve the transcript by not signing it.  

(c) Alternatively, within this same period, the deponent may change the form or the substance of the answer to 
any question and may approve or refuse to approve the transcript by means of a letter to the deposition officer 
signed by the deponent which is mailed by certified or registered mail with return receipt requested. A copy of 
that letter shall be sent by first-class mail to all parties attending the deposition.  

(d) For good cause shown, the court may shorten the 30-day period for making changes, approving, or 
refusing to approve the transcript.  

 

CALIFORNIA LAW REGARDING MAINTAINING THE ORIGINAL TRANSCRIPT 

2025.550 

(a) The certified transcript of a deposition shall not be filed with the court. Instead, the deposition officer shall 
securely seal that transcript in an envelope or package endorsed with the title of the action and marked: 
"Deposition of (here insert name of deponent)," and shall promptly transmit it to the attorney for the party who 
noticed the deposition. This attorney shall store it under conditions that will protect it against loss, destruction, 
or tampering.  

(b) The attorney to whom the transcript of a deposition is transmitted shall retain custody of it until six 
months after final disposition of the action. At that time, the transcript may be destroyed, unless the 
court, on motion of any party and for good cause shown, orders that the transcript be preserved for a 
longer period. 

 


